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Key findings

Meeting our power needs while reducing pollution

Over July Australia produced an amount of renewable energy equal to the power
consumption of 8.2 million homes, or three quarters of all households in the country;
Renewables made up 18.8% of the electricity generated in July across the east and west
coast main electricity grids;

The amount of renewable energy used in July avoided an amount of carbon pollution
equal to removing 9.2 million cars from the road. This is equal to two-thirds of all the
cars in Australia.

Construction activity and job creation

53 large-scale renewable energy projects were under construction at the end of July
2017, which is up 7 on the prior month;

These projects are estimated to create enough jobs to employ 9,897 people full-time
for a year (“job-years” of employment);

NSW remains in the lead, capturing the largest number of construction employment at
3,426 job years, up by 408 on the prior month.

Queensland is in second place with 2,676 job years, up by 51 on last month.

Rooftop solar installation jobs and power production:

14,466 small-scale rooftop solar systems were installed in July 2017;

These systems will generate power equal to the needs of 24,322 homes;

The systems installed in July will deliver around $171 million in power bill savings
over the next 10 years for the households and businesses that installed them;

Installing these solar systems supported 4,660 full-time jobs (across installation, design
and sales).
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About this report

The Green Energy Markets’ Renewable Energy Index tracks on a monthly basis the amount
of renewable energy Australia relies on, the jobs it's creating, the power bill savings it is
delivering for Australian households, and the environmental benefits of the rising use of clean
power.

This edition covers the period of July 2017.

The Renewable Energy Index is funded by GetUp! to provide a reliable, up-to-date record on
renewable energy’s contribution to Australia.
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What renewable energy is contributing to the grid

1. Renewables made up 18.8% of the electricity generated in Australia’s main grids
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Figure 1: Renewable energy power generation by fuel & market share for west & east coast power grids T
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